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Anyone who's ever tried knows how hard it is to glue fingerboards to the neck stock without 
them squirming all over the place. There are lots of strategies to address the problem, but this is 
our favorite. The key is sacrificial glue blocks that constrain the movement of the fingerboard.  

 

Starting with a glued up neck blank, first dry clamp the tapered fingerboard to the running 
stock using two clamps as shown below. To help locate the nut end of the fingerboard, clamp a 
stop block to the headstock at the apex of the scarf joint, and then insert a Plexiglas shim the 
same thickness as the finished nut between the stop block and the end of the fingerboard. 
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Next, adjust the position of the fingerboard so it is equidistant to the edges of the running stock 
at both the nut and the body joint respectively. As you proceed, make sure you keep the 
fingerboard snugged up tight against the Plexiglas shim. Use a ruler to get everything close and 
then re-check the alignment with a dial caliper. The closer you get it the better, but we settle 
for measurements within 0.010" of each other. 

Now, fabricate 4 glue blocks from scrap mahogany to the specifications shown in the sketch. The 
relief cut keeps the block from being inadvertently glued to the edge of the fingerboard.  

 

Apply glue to the bottom surface of the blocks and glue them to the running stock in the four 
locations shown in the photograph. Make sure the blocks are tight up against the edge of the 
fingerboard, and the relief cut is down and against the fingerboard. If the glue surfaces are 
reasonably smooth, clamping is not necessary.  Just press the block into place and hold firmly for 
a few seconds. 
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Let the glue set for about 45 minutes and then check to make sure that the fingerboard fits 
snuggly between the glue blocks as it is pushed up tight against the Plexiglas shim. If there is 
any play, use paper shims to tighten the fit while retaining the side-to-side alignment of the 
fingerboard. 

To protect the surfaces and spread out the clamping pressure, prepare a tapered clamping caul 
to go on top of the fingerboard between the glue blocks, and a rectangular caul to go 
underneath against the running stock. We spread an even film of Titebond Type 3 glue to the 
underside of the fingerboard, taking care not to get any glue on the fingerboard extension. 
Position the clamps as shown in the photograph and try to angle the clamp heads back slightly 
so that they drive the fingerboard tight up against the Plexiglas shim as they are tightened. 

 

 
 
 
You can remove the clamps after about 45 minutes and slice the glue blocks off with a chisel. 


